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dictatorship of a very strong and, so to say, despotic provisional
government, that is, by the negation of liberty. .. . We want (he same
triumph of economic and social equality through the abolition of the
State, and of all that passes by the name of law (which in our view
is the permanent negation of human rights). We want the recon-
struction of society and the unification of mankind, to be achieved,
not from above downwards, by any sort of authority, or by socialist
officials, engineers, and other accredited men of learning, but from
below upwards, by the free federation of all kinds of workers' associa-
tions liberated from the yoke of the State.1

Bakunin's socialism is evidently a special instance of the social
system which we saw at the end of the chapter on Mill attempting
to provide a solution to the opposition between individual rights
and liberty and the authority of the external arbitrary State.
Ever since the Renaissance, the State has remained more or less
directly a dead weight pressing on the initiative and spirituality
of the individual. With the growth of industrialization, this
dead weight has grown the more intolerable because of its
inability to direct either efficiently or fairly the economic
machine. Society must therefore organize itself from below
upwards instead of from above downwards. The General Will
is not an empty form, a common denominator, a cancelling out
of the differences between particular wills; it is the voluntary
organization of all special and common interests in society.
Each of these interests should be kept alive and fostered, and
each of them should only be subject to a minimum of external
control, the kind of control which the policeman on point duty
possesses.

Syndicalism is a special form of what has been called func-
tional federalism or political pluralism. Society is a union of
self-governing associations, associations of producers, workers,
consumers, civil servants, artists, worshippers, &c. The State
is reduced to being a kind of clearing-house for the differences of
opinion which may arise. It has no initiative, no sovereignty,
no personality. It ceases to play the part of positive legislator.
All universality is stripped from it. It would be no longer

1 Quoted in Karl Marx, by O. Ruble, p. 291 of English translation.